2nd Euromediterranean Forum

Dialogues between the civilizations on food security 

Draft of the introduction of the brochure
The creation process of a free trade zone among Mediterranean countries, started in Barcelona in 1995, will condition the economic and political order of the countries surrounding the Mediterranean sea. The Euromediterranean partnership is the last result of a long dialogue and it is the symbol of a new way of meaning commercial and non-commercial relationships among several countries. The creation of a free trade zone in the Mediterranean is the starting point of a reflection upon models of development able to guarantee food security and sustainability for long periods. These models have to be the result of an authentic collaboration, as it has often been in past, and not of the predominance of the strongest economy on others. In this context, agriculture and food culture deserve a very important role, not only because agricultural products represent the key-element in food security, but also because they have always represented the main trade object among Mediterranean countries.

In this Forum Italy wants to reaffirm, as in past, its involvement to share its experience in food security, food culture and rural development with partners of the Mediterranean.

The aim is to assure a sustainable development of rural areas of all the countries surrounding the Mediterranean. A satisfactory quality of life should be guaranteed to agricultural and rural populations, in order to make these areas more attractive for the new generations. The Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) individuated and pursued  this aim since 1988. It can be achieved in the Mediterranean countries with political interventions coming from the bottom, in other words, spuring local actors on the creation of partnerships to promote a local development (according to the style of the Leader of the European Common Enterprise). The creation of international networks is very important to develop and share knowledges and local cultures, to support integration and to increase the value of the varieties of Mediterranean agricultures and food culture.

This is the main aim of the 2nd Euromediterranean Forum in Corigliano Calabro. I  sincerely hope that the tasks of this Forum will be profitable in view of the next political expirings, such as the Euromediterranean Lecture of Agricolture and Fishing which will be given in Venice from the 25th to the 27th of November, and in view of the strong political tensions on a world-wide level. All this should make us deeply reflect upon the mechanisms regulating the relationships among populations according to a global economical development. I am sure that this important discussion will be the starting point of concrete ideas for the political action of governments.
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The 2nd Forum “Dialogues between Civilizations…..” continues the project that aims to increase the value of the European and Mediterranean food tradition in a first-class system.

                    Joining several cultural identities, the awareness of a common identity gets stronger in the collective conscience and supports the cohesion and integration among people.


The value of the agrarian and landscape tradition seems to guarantee a lasting and sustainable development, which has to inspire the commitment and the concrete action of institutions and civil society. With this awareness I must express my appreciation to the “Universitas Italica” Foundation for the high scientific and cultural value of its enterprise and send  my best wishes to the renowned chairmen and to the people attending this meeting.



 Carlo Azeglio Ciampi

           Dott. Mario Giancotti                                                                        Catanzaro, 2 October 2003

           President “Universitas Italica” Foundation

           Roma

            My greetings to those present to the 2nd Euromediterranean Forum “Dialogues between the civilizations on food safety”, is not and cannot be formal. I deeply feel the desire to bring a personal message, first of all as “man” (Homo) and “citizen” (Civis), son of a culture that from Ulysse’s and Aeneas’ sea, has learnt and cultivated the real meaning of “Humanitas”, connected to the “Pietas” and then also as the president of a region that lays on the Mediterranean sea. 

                     Today man must take possession of certain feelings again. A real spiritual tension can lead to a rebirth, an individual and common rebirth. Only moral and civil rebirth is the premise for economic and social rebirth. It is necessary to take possess of the never ending inner spaces again  for ourselves and “in” ourselves for the others. These inner spaces were cultivated with the first basic discoveries of the civilizations of the Mediterranean coasts. They are sensible and precious inventions, supported by powerful minds. Boats, that in past were made of weak wood with holds overflowing with amphoras, held the trade course for the need to supply provisions both to the people of a great empire and to the armies which garrisoned the conquered  lands. Nowadays we hope that other safe and capacious means of transport can provide the necessary tools for the development and the growth of the people living on the Mediterranean coasts or in the hinterland. We don’t ask only for their survival. In many occasions we have confirmed these concepts, because we strongly believe in the power that every single ethnic group can develop by inside. The moral duty of the industrially advanced countries has to be that of creating the premises of a cooperation, that can allow the realization of an economically and socially advanced system in the Mediterranean civilizations. The economic growth, as a mechanism that tends to high levels of welfare in the world will enable the survival both of people and of their roots. These roots gave us  the lifeblood to grow, between the New and the Old Continent, but now we have to give these roots new “humus” for the young people, who will bear fruit with the flowers.

  

Giuseppe Chiaravalloti.

